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How can Christians condemn violence now when God commanded 

violence in the Old Testament? 

 
 
1. We need to distinguish between types of violent acts. 

2. We need to affirm God’s right to judge. 

3. We need to understand more about the context of a violent act. 

4. We need to see the bigger picture of God’s plan. 

 
 

SERMON NOTES              June 5, 2022 

How Christians Respond to Violence | Trent Thompson  

 

How can Christians condemn violence now when God commanded 

violence in the Old Testament? 

 

 

1. We need to distinguish between types of violent acts. 

2. We need to affirm God’s right to judge. 

3. We need to understand more about the context of a violent act. 

4. We need to see the bigger picture of God’s plan. 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

       

1. Take some time as a life group to pray again for victims of 
violence and their families in our nation.  

2. Why is grief and lament the right first act of Christians 
regarding violent acts in our world today? 

3. Have you read texts like the one we looked at in Deuteronomy 
20 before? How have you shaped your thoughts around them? 

4. Was there anything pointed out in the sermon which was new 
to you? Anything which you found particularly helpful or with 
which you disagreed? 

5. Why is it necessary to begin processing this question from the 
affirmation that God has a right to judge and always does so 
rightly? 

6. How does Jesus saving people through the cross speak to the 
objection that God doesn’t or shouldn’t ever command acts of 
violence? 
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